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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

Parent Portal Closed 12/4 - 12/11 

The Powerschool Parent Portal will be closed December 4 through December 11. During 

this time, teachers will work on completing first trimester grades. The portal will be open 

at the close of school on 12/11 in order for parents and guardians to view first trimester 

grades.  

 

Pandemic Response Education Option 4  

These are options available to parents/guardians for their children under each associated 

PRC for a specific Pandemic Response Evaluation Period unless otherwise directed by 

the State of Connecticut or local health district. There are three PREO categories, In-

Person (all students in person), Partial-in-Person (student population divided and 

attending on an alternating day schedule), and Remote (students do not physically attend 

school in person but participate remotely/online). Please see the Tolland Public School 

Pandemic Continuity of Learning Plan for more details. 

 

During a PREO, all students are assigned to one of two designations, either in-person 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday or fully remote. Sudden changes to a child’s 

designation often result in a student not having the necessary materials needed to 

participate in classroom lessons. Keeping a child at home because they are not feeling 

well and having them work remotely is an appropriate reason to switch a designation in 

the short term, abruptly switching a child to remote as a matter of convenience is very 

difficult to accommodate. 

 

If a change in your child’s designation is necessary, please complete the following form: 

 

 Exception Education Option change request (can be done between registration periods) 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeqDaMn2oZtLRfX2OJk0-E2uSYeYSNDCNIneLcg0bHfnwCfPQ/closedform
about:blank
about:blank


 

 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 
 
December – Resilience Month 
 11 District-Wide PJ Day!!  (see flyer) 

16 Hawk Nests 
 22 Silly Sweater Day 
 
December 24-January 4 Winter Break 
  
  
 

  



 

 

Wear your Pajamas to School – December 11, 2020 

 

PJ Day for the Kids kicks off its 10th anniversary celebration on 

Friday, December 11, 2020, with a mission to not only raise money, 

but to honor the brave kids fighting cancer at Connecticut 

Children’s.   

I hope you will consider making a donation in honor of the young 

patients at Connecticut Children’s who must wear their pajamas for 

days, weeks, or longer while fighting cancer or other serious illnesses. 

Help us help kids who need it most! 

Over the last 7 years, the event has raised more than $375,000 for the 

Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders at Connecticut Children’s 

Medical Center! Together, we can make a difference for these 

courageous kids! 

  

Click Here to Donate  

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?p

x=1134248&pg=personal&fr_id=1290 

OR  bring $1.00 to school to wear your pajamas to school  

http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?px=1134248&pg=personal&fr_id=1290
http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?px=1134248&pg=personal&fr_id=1290
http://give.connecticutchildrens.org/site/TR/CommunityEvent/General?px=1134248&pg=personal&fr_id=1290


FROM THE MATH LAB 

 
 

The first cycle of math intervention learning lab is wrapping up right before 
winter break.  The students in all grades have done a wonderful job and 
have made tons of progress using new strategies to problem solve.   

Third graders used manipulatives to add numbers that required 
regrouping and learned some new games to practice these skills.  One of 
their favorite games is Race to 90 where the students add two digit 
numbers together until they get as close 90 as possible without going over. 

The fourth graders have done an amazing job using number lines to 
add and subtract numbers within 1000.  Their favorite game to practice 
these skills has been Countdown 400.  The students subtract 4 different 2-
digit numbers from 400.  The team that is closest to zero at the end of 
those four turns is the winner.  Mr. McCarthy has shown to be really, really, 
good at this game. 

The fifth graders have done a super job multiplying multi-digit 
numbers using different methods, including the standard algorithm.  It is so 
impressive to see these students use two or three different strategies to 
solve these problems.  They have enjoyed Roll Spin Multiply to see which 
team can get the largest product.  Ms. Fournier is a true expert in this 
game. 

The math intervention lab will be ending later this month, with Cycle 2 
ready to start right after break.  We hope everyone has a safe and happy 
holiday season and we look forward to seeing you after the new year! 
 

  





News from Student Services 

 
 

Developmental Guidance Classes 

 
 

Third Grade: Zones of Regulation Introduction 
In third grade developmental guidance, students have been introduced to the Zones 

of Regulation. The Zones of Regulation is a program designed to help students 

learn how to appropriately regulate their emotions and demonstrate self-control. In 

our first lesson, students viewed an introduction about the Feelings Zones through 

a google slides presentation. We then did an activity called Feelings Charades, 

where students were asked to demonstrate an emotion without using sounds or 

words. They had a blast trying to guess what emotion was being acted out and 

determining the zone that was being shown! In upcoming classes, we will begin to 

explore coping strategies to manage strong feelings in the red, yellow, and blue 

zones.  



 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade: Coping Strategies 

In fifth grade developmental guidance, students completed a lesson about coping strategies. We 

discussed how coping strategies are similar to having an umbrella in a big rain storm. An 

umbrella doesn’t stop the storm, but it keeps you from getting completely soaked in the rain! 

When we are able to use coping strategies to manage strong emotions, it helps us to get through 

challenges more effectively and allow us to problem solve in an easier way. We then did an 

activity where students were asked to recognize whether a coping strategy was “healthy” or 

“unhealthy.” Students moved to different parts of the room depending on their answers! 

 

 
 

 

 



 
Hawk Student Ambassadors 

Our Hawk Student Ambassadors have had our first two meetings for the year! In our first 

meeting, students learned what it means to be a leader. We completed a Nearpod lesson where 

students were asked questions about leaders in their lives, and qualities of a great leader. We then 

took some time to brainstorm upcoming projects. 

 

In our second meeting for the year, Hawk Ambassadors embarked on our first project: A 

SEL-ebration! S.E.L. stands for social emotional learning. This means learning about how to 

recognize and manage our emotions, how to have empathy and care for other people, solve 

problems, make responsible decisions, and have healthy relationships.  

 
 

 

This December, we will be asking students to have a SEL-ebration with us (Get it? A 

SEL-ebration!). This is where we all have a chance to celebrate something we have done to use 

our social and emotional learning skills. For example, did you show empathy for someone 

recently? Or, were you feeling sad and reached out to an adult for help? Or maybe you learned 

and used a new breathing technique to help you calm down? Did you have empathy for your 

teacher by helping them when they were stressed? Maybe you even shared your feelings during 

the fist to five check in when you usually “pass.” What do you want to SEL-ebrate?  

Everyone will have a chance to write what they are “SEL-ebrating” on a snowflake 

submission form that we will hang up in the guidance area to show how we are growing with our 

social emotional learning this year. Some of the submissions will be read anonymously on the 

morning announcements! 



Tolland Permanent Celebration will hold a Virtual Tree 

lighting Saturday December 5, 2020 @ 4:00pm. 

 

As part of our virtual event we invite all Birch Grove and 

Tolland Intermediate school children to send in a letter to 

Santa as to why they would be best suited to help Santa 

light the tree this year.  One child will be picked to light the 

tree with Santa and Mrs. Clause at a non-public event. 

This ceremony will be videotaped and then posted on the 

Tolland Permanent Celebration Facebook page.   Creative 

and descriptive letters will also be featured on our PCC 

Facebook page with reading performed by Mrs. Claus and 

her elf helper, Olivia.  Submitting a letter will acknowledge 

consent in videotaping and sharing your document 

online.  All letters should be signed by children with a first 

name only.  Please enter by sending your Santa 

correspondence to Tollandpcc@gmail.com. 

mailto:Tollandpcc@gmail.com


"As sad as it is, chances are you all know someone who has been afflicted with cancer. 

There are many fundraisers and organizations across the globe which attempt to 

support these patients. However, the children of these families are an often-overlooked 

demographic in need of support. Would your own kids or anyone you know benefit 

from a free week of summer camp for children whose parent(s) have/had cancer? Keep 

reading to see how you can help! 

 

UConn has recently been approved to start a chapter for Camp Kesem in the 

Storrs/Mansfield area. Kesem is a national organization with a mission to provide a 

community of support for children whose parent(s) have/had cancer. Camp Kesem is a 

huge aspect of the Kesem organization, allowing these children to meet with kids who 

share in their experiences while putting aside reality for a fun week of summer camp. 

Since finances should be the last thing these families need to worry about, Kesem 

leaders fundraise to meet all expenses needed to supply these kids with resources for 

support. 

 

Demand for this summer camp is increasing and for years, the only Kesem chapter in CT 

was at Yale University. Now that Kesem has expanded to UConn, student leaders are 

reaching out to nearby districts to spread awareness of the organization in hopes to find 

potential campers as well as donors for this admirable cause.  

 

How can I help?! 

• By telling your friends and family members about this opportunity and encouraging 

those in need of support to look into Camp Kesem UConn and be on the lookout for 

future camper applications for Summer 2021 

• By donating to my Donation Page to supply campers with the resources they need for 

a free week of summer camp fun 

 

Feel free to reach out to Danielle Godi, a UConn student and leader of the Camp Kesem 

UConn organization at danielle.godi@uconn.edu with any questions or concerns. Thank 

you!" 

https://donate.kesem.org/fundraiser/2775343
mailto:danielle.godi@uconn.edu


  



  



TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
November 20

TH 

 HAT DAY 

 
 

 

December 22
nd
  Crazy/Silly 

Sweater Day 

 
 

January 29
th
   Sports Team 

Day 

 

 
March 12

th
 PI Day 

 

 

 

April 30
th
   College Spirit Day 

 
 

May 21
st
 Patriotic Day 

 

 
 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 
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News from the Cafeteria 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

BGP & TIS serves breakfast every day that lunch is served at school? 
 

 Both Breakfast & Lunch are Free to All students at this time? 
 

You can order both meals on all remote learning days? 
 

 
 

MAKE MORNINGS EASY! 
 

Please see the Free School Meal Flyer for more information. 
  

 If you ever have a question regarding meals in Tolland Schools, please contact, Abby 
Kassman-Harned, Food Service Director at 860-870-6854 or aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us 
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You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 

about:blank


 

 

Join  
Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  

and 
the TIS Principal, Mr. Dineen  

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th graders. 
 

Current 5th Graders 

Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
(Coffee with the Principal Meeting) 

Time: 10:15am - 11:15am 

 

Google Meet information: 
https://meet.google.com/vnz-qfee-wbr 

  

Join by phone 

(US) +1 252-843-1044 PIN: 914 453 207# 

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools 

Middle School Math Placement website. It can be accessed directly with 

this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=4714

9004 or by following the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools 

website: Departments, Curriculum, and Mathematics.  
 

about:blank
about:blank


 

Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The End 

 

 


